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Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force 
and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public 
or DEA in any way. This document is intended only to 

provide clarity to the public regarding existing 
requirements under the law or agency policies. 



I have no financial relationship to disclose.

Disclaimer



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.  
Materials, images, or sounds authored or created by 
parties other than DEA may be subject to copyright and 
are used herein in accordance with the fair use 
provision of Title 17 United States Code Section 107.  
DEA’s use of these materials does not authorize 
persons outside of DEA to further distribute or use 
copyrighted materials.”



Prevent, detect, and investigate the 
diversion of controlled 
pharmaceuticals and listed 
chemicals from legitimate sources.

Ensure an adequate and 
uninterrupted supply for legitimate 
medical, commercial, and scientific 
needs.

Drug Enforcement Administration’s
Diversion Control Division
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• Subject matter experts on precursor chemicals and pill 
presses to DEA field elements, interagency partners, and 
international organizations

• Support domestic and foreign chemical investigations 

• Review and make final approval of new chemical 
applications. Receives all DEA 6s relating to chemicals.

• Provide reach back support to Diversion Investigators in 
overseas positions

Chemical 
Investigations 
Section (DOC) 
– What We Do



Who Must Register?

Who Must Register?



Persons Required to Register - (21 C.F.R. Section 1309.21(a))



Per Title 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 1309.24 

 any person who manufactures or distributes, imports or exports a scheduled listed 

chemical product or other product containing a List I chemical, if that person is 

registered with the Administration to engage in the same activity with a controlled 

substance.

 any person who only distributes a prescription drug product containing a List I chemical 

that is regulated pursuant to paragraph (1)(iv) of the definition of regulated transaction 

in §1300.02 of this chapter.

 any manufacturer of a List I chemical, if that chemical is produced solely for internal 

consumption by the manufacturer and there is no subsequent distribution or 

exportation of the List I chemical.

Exemption 
from 
Chemical 
Registration



DEA’s Chemical Control

• Have legitimate uses 

• Also used to manufacture controlled 
substances/drugs

• Often labeled as precursors 

• Become part of the end product/drug

• DEA registration required

 Requires record keeping and suspicious 
order reporting for importers, exporters, 
and manufacturers that distribute

• Have legitimate uses 

• Used in everyday products 

• Usually classified as solvents and 
reagents

• DEA registration not required

 Requires record keeping and 
suspicious order reporting

DEA List I Chemicals DEA List II Chemicals 



1310.04(f) Except as provided in paragraph (f)(1)(ii) of this section, the following thresholds 

have been established for List I chemicals.

1310.04(g) For listed chemicals for which no thresholds have been established, the size of 

the transaction is not a factor in determining whether the transaction meets the definition 

of a regulated transaction as set forth in 1300.02 of this chapter. All such transactions, 

regardless of size, are subject to recordkeeping and reporting requirements as set forth in 

this part and notification provisions as set forth in part 1313 of this chapter.

1310.12 The chemical mixtures meeting the criteria in paragraphs (c) or (d) of this section 

are exempted by the Administrator from application of sections 302, 303, 310, 1007, 1008, 

and 1018 of the Act (21 U.S.C. 822, 823, 830, 957, 958, and 971) to the extent described in 

paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section.

Chemical 
Thresholds/
Mixtures

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1310.04p-1310.04(f)(1)(ii)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1310.12p-1310.12(c)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1310.12p-1310.12(d)
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/21/822
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/21/823
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/21/830
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/21/957
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/21/958
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/21/971
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1310.12p-1310.12(b)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1310.12p-1310.12(c)


 Pre-Registration Investigation

 Scheduled Investigation

 Complaint/Criminal Investigation
Investigations



Purpose For Conducting Chemical Pre-Registration Investigations

 Scheduled with Applicant. Security measures must be in place at or by the time of the on-site inspection. 

No DEA Form 82 (Notice of Inspection) required

 Determine the fitness and suitability of the applicant

 Ensure the applicant is familiar with responsibilities to prevent diversion

 Examine applicant’s procedures for security, recordkeeping, and reporting

 Provide applicant with reference materials

 Determine who is the responsible party for the firm



Applicant’s Responsibilities To Prevent Diversion

Firm’s business practices and procedures

 Procedure to identify and verify customers

 Procedure to identify suspicious orders

Firm’s procedure to conduct and screen employees handling listed chemicals

 Background checks

 Drug testing

 Criminal history checks

 Open source checks (aka Google)

Registrants should exercise caution when hiring personnel who: 

 Have been convicted of a felony related to controlled substances or listed chemicals

 Had DEA application for registration or DEA registration denied, revoked and/or surrendered to DEA for 
cause



POWER OF ATTORNEY

§ 1309.32 Application forms; contents; signature
(g) Each application, attachment, or other document filed as part of an application, shall be 
signed by the applicant, if an individual; by a partner of the applicant, if a partnership; or by 
an officer of the applicant, if a corporation, corporate division, association, trust or other 
entity. An applicant may authorize one or more individuals, who would not otherwise be 
authorized to do so, to sign applications for the applicant by filing with the application or 
other document a power of attorney for each such individual. The power of attorney shall be 
signed by a person who is authorized to sign applications under this paragraph and shall 
contain the signature of the individual being authorized to sign the application or other 
document. The power of attorney shall be valid until revoked by the applicant.



Procedures for Security

Evaluate the effectiveness of security controls and procedures: 21 CFR 1309.71

 The type, form, and quantity of List I chemicals handled;

 The location of the premises and relationship such location bears on the security needs;

 The type of building construction comprising the facility and the general characteristics of the building(s);

 The availability of electronic detection and alarm systems;

 The extent of unsupervised public access to the facility;

 The adequacy of supervision over employees having access to List I chemicals

 The procedures for handling business guests, visitors, maintenance personnel, and nonemployee service 
personnel, in areas where List I chemicals are processed or stored; and

 The adequacy of the registrant’s or applicant’s systems for monitoring the receipt, distribution, and 
disposition of List I chemicals in its operations.



Special Notices



Special Notices



Special Notices



 No notice given. Show up at registered location with DEA Form 82 (Notice of 

Inspection)

 Scheduled investigations of all List I chemical precursor Manufacturers, Distributors, 

Importers, and Exporters shall be conducted every one to five years. 

 All newly approved controlled substance and listed chemical manufacturers, 

distributors, reverse distributors, importers, exporters, and NTPs, are subject to a 

scheduled investigation within one year of approval to ensure compliance with the 

required regulations (DI Manual Section 6.50.B2).*

* Per the Controlled Substance and Chemical Regulatory Work Plan for FY2024 memo dated 10/2/23

Scheduled 
Investigations



Review of Records

Each Chemical Record Must Contain: (21 CFR 1310.06)

 Identification of each party 

 Name 

 Address

 DEA number (if required)

 Date of Transaction

 The quantity, chemical name, and, if applicable, the NDC. If NDC number is not applicable, the form of packaging of the listed 

chemical.

Review the firm’s Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) – verify that are they implementing what they say they are doing



DEA Form 486

 A listed chemical may be imported into the United States for transshipment, or may be transferred or 
transshipped within the United States for immediate exportation, provided that written notice is 
submitted to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). See Title 21, Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR), Section 1313.31 (a) for more details.

 Per 21 CFR 1313.31 (b) advance notice of any DEA regulated item transshipping or transferring 
through the United States, must be provide to the DEA, at least 15 days prior to arrival in the United 
States.  This includes product that physically stays on a vessel, while it docks in the United States.

 A separate notification is required for each shipment of listed chemicals to be transferred or 
transshipped. Notifications should be sent to DEA486@dea.gov

 Please contact the Import/Export Section Import/Export Specialist Carmencita Hamer at 571-362-8267 
and Harry McFadden at 571-362-8306 for guidance. 

mailto:DEA486@dea.gov


Suspicious Orders - Reporting Requirement

Chemical Order Reporting Tool

According to 21 CFR 1310.05, Each regulated person must report to the Special Agent in 
Charge of the DEA Divisional Office for the area in which the regulated person making the 
report is located any regulated transaction involving an extraordinary quantity of a listed 
chemical, an uncommon method of payment or delivery, or any other circumstance that 
the regulated person believes may indicate that the listed chemical will be used in 
violation of this part. For your convenience, DEA has provided the following application to 
facilitate the reporting of these orders. Any questions, please contact CORT@dea.gov.



Theft and Loss – DEA FORM 107

DO NOT use this form to correct minor inventory shortages.

What You Will Need

DEA Registrants
If you are a registrant you will need your DEA Number and your last name or the business name you used to register.

CMEA Registrants
If you are a regulated business that is a self-certify seller of scheduled listed chemical products pursuant to the Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act of 2005 (CMEA) you will need your 
certificate ID number and the business name you used to certify with the DEA. The name you supply must match exactly the name on your registration or CMEA certificate.

List II Chemicals Only Manufacturer, Distributor, Importer, or Exporter
If you are a List II Chemicals Only manufacturer, distributor, importer, or exporter and have used the Theft/Loss Reporting system previously, enter your List II Reporter number and your business 
name.   If you are a List II Chemicals Only manufacturer, distributor, importer, or exporter who has never reported a theft or loss to the DEA, you must obtain a Reporter Number first by clicking the 
'Request a New List II Chemicals Only Reporter Number' button. Enter your business name, business type, address, phone number, email address and point of contact information in the form 
provided, and submit this information to DEA.

We will send you a confirmation email with your business name, unique List II Chemicals Only Reporter number, and a confirmation link. Click the link to confirm your application.   Your business 
name and List II Chemicals Only Reporter number are necessary to access the Theft/Loss Reporting system.

Theft/Loss Details
You will be asked to provide background information relating to this loss or theft incident, such as the date and place, the type (night break-in, armed robbery, etc.), and the estimated value of the 
controlled substances, etc.

Completed Forms
You may save and/or send a copy of the DEA-106 and/or DEA-107 report to your local printer. DEA regulations specify that you keep a copy of this report for two years.

Additional Questions or Clarification
For additional questions or clarification, the following services are available: Contact a customer service representative at 1-800-882-9539

Email ODT.DiversionHelpDesk@dea.gov

mailto:ODT.DiversionHelpDesk@dea.gov


Combating 
precursor 
chemical 
diversion 
and 
trafficking 
on a global 
scale 

It starts and ends with accountability



Resources



Questions

DOC@dea.gov

mailto:DOC@dea.gov
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